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NC: Court upholds second parent adoption rights, establishes 

precedent for same-sex couples  
From Pam's House Blend - Front Page  
8/19/2009 9:30 AM - 49 views  

We've had two great pro-equality events here in my state to report. First, on Monday the 

Durham City Council approved a resolution in support of marriage equality, and then this great 

legal ruling in support of adoption rights involving our only out state senator, Julia Boseman. 

A three-judge 

panel of the 

court 

unanimously 

agreed that 

Boseman's 

2005 adoption 

of Melissa 

Jarrell's child 

cannot be 

undone. State law creates a 

nearly impossible hurdle for 

reversing completed adoptions, 

and to nullify the adoption and 

deny Boseman joint custody, 

Jarrell had challenged whether 

state law even allowed gay or 

lesbian parents to adopt. 

"While [state law] does not 

specifically address same-sex 

adoptions, these statutes do 

make clear that a wide range of 

adoptions are contemplated and 

permitted, so long as they 

protect the minor's 'needs, 

interests, and rights,'" Judge Wanda Bryant wrote in the opinion.  

...State law governing adoption does not specifically mention adoption 

by same-sex couples. Jim Lea, a domestic law specialist in Wilmington and 

one of Boseman's attorneys said that such adoptions have already been 

occurring. But the court opinion affirms the right of gay and lesbian couples to 

adopt. "Now I think it's very clear that if a couple chooses to go out and 

adopt the child and execute the necessary waivers, that homosexual 

couples can adopt children," Lea said. "To say that a couple should not be 

able to adopt a child because they're gay, on that reason alone is just 
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plain wrong." 

Is Charlie Crist listening down there in Florida? 

Hat tip, Billy T. 
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